THE MEANING OF THE WAR          u

of its most brilliant and influential exponents
was a Frenchman, the diplomatist, Comte
Joseph Arthur de Gobineau (1816-1882)* A
brief word on this remarkable man may help
the reader to understand the mention of
his name on page 30. His JSssaf sur
VintgaliM des races /mmaines (1855) was ^e
first of a series of writings to affirm, on
ethnological grounds, the superiority of the
Aryan race, and its right and destiny by
reason of that superiority to rule all other
races as bondsmen* He was the friend
of Wagner, and also of Nietzsche. Madame
Forster-Nietzsche in her biography of her
brother has spoken of the almost reverent
regard which he entertained for Gobineau,
and it may be that from him Nietzsche
derived the idea which he developed into his
doctrine of the non-morality of the super**
man.
Were the discourse of M, Bergson no more